
So as not to strain one bow limb more than the other, draw the bow with two 
fi ngers, and set the string securely into the groove. Avoid depressing the trigger 
while cocking, as otherwise the string will not securely rest in the groove. Dry 
fi ring (shooting without projectile) is not recommended. 

Some crossbows have higher shooting speeds than others; note, however, that 
higher speed does not always mean increased accuracy, especially with wine corks. 
Matched corks—of the same size, weight, dimension, and type—yield superior 
accuracy. For most consistent results, use matched artifi cial corks. 

As mentioned, an ideal shooting range is 20-25 feet; when shooting at closer 
range, especially when your target is a hard object, beware of bounce back. 
Some of our favorite targets include stacked beer cans, pots and pans, action 
fi gures, images of politicians, and, of course, the gong included in the optional 
presentation box available from CORKBO; good backstops include couches, 
curtains, tapestries, and such. And if you aren’t already, now is the time to start 
saving wine corks!
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